
Year 1 Medium Term Plan-Spring 1 - Toys 
 

 

Lesson 1 

Describe the Toy 

Independent write 

Children bring in a 

photograph or the real life 

version of their favourite 

time. 

Circle time: What is your 

toy? What does your toy do? 

Where is your toy from? 

When did you have your 

toy? 

 

Children write sentences to 

describe their favourite toy. 

My toy is an alien. 

My toy is called Bob.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lesson 3 

Show children a mixed up 

toy box and ask them to sort 

them into now and then. 

Which is the oldest toy? 

Which toys are from the 

past? 

Model how to write captains 

for each pictures.  

Adult let: Write sentences 

about toys 

This is a toy from the past. 

This is the oldest toy. 

Independent: 

1. Toy shop role play 

2. Design a toy for 

the future. 

3. Indoor or outdoor? 

 

Lesson 4 

Ask children to bring in a 

toy that belongs to their 

grandparent.  

Create a practical timeline 

using today’s toys, our 

parents’ toys and our 

grandparents’ toys. 

Adult led: Write sentences 

to describe grandparent’s 

toy.  

Independent: 

1. Write questions to 

ask grandparents. 

2. Toy shop role play 

3. Design a toy from 

the past. 

Lesson 5 

Revisit visual timeline. 

Show 20th century toys: 

Explain these are toys are 

the original versions of the 

toys we play with today.  

Show children a pack of 

crayons from the 20th 

century and a pack of 

crayons today. Identify 

similarities and differences. 

Adult led: Compare crayons. 

Independent: 

1. Create a poster 

advertising a 

popular toy today. 

2. Toy shop role play. 

3. Colour toys  using 

crayons. 

Resources: 

Toys 

Crayons 

Images 

Resources: 

Toys 

Images 

Role play area 

Design sheet 

I can use common 

words and phrases 

relating to the passing 

of time. 

  

 

I can identify changes 

that are beyond my 

living memory. 

  

 

I can identify changes 

within living memory. 

 

Year 1 

Autumn 2 

Toys 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, 

using common words and phrases 

relating to the passing of time. They should know 

where the people and events they study 

fit within a chronological framework and identify 

similarities and differences between ways 

of life in different periods. They should use a 

wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 

They should ask and answer questions, choosing 

and using parts of stories and other 

sources to show that they know and understand 

key features of events. They should 

understand some of the ways in which we find 

out about the past and identify different 

ways in which it is represented. 

Key Questions 

What is your favourite toy? 

When was this toy made? 

Who played with this toy? 

What are the similarities and differences between these toys? 

Which toys are from the past? 

How have toys changed over time? 

 I can identify changes within living memory. 

 I can identify changes that are beyond my living memory. 

 I can use common words and phrases relating to the passing of 

time. 

 I can identify changes that are beyond my living memory. 

 I can identify similarities between ways of life in the past and 

ways of life today. 

 

I can identify changes 

that are beyond my 

living memory. 

  

  

 

I can identify 

similarities between 

ways of life in the past 

and ways of life 

today. 

  

 

Resources: 

Toys 

Vocabulary cards 

Design sheet 

Role play area 

  

Resources:  

Playdoh 

Pictures  

toys 

Lesson 2 

Toys now and then 

Show children an image of a 

rocking horse from the past 

and a rocking horse today. 

What is the same? What is 

different?  

Repeat for other toys: dolls, 

teddy bear, cars etc. 

Children sort pictures on their 

table into now and then.  

Adult led: sort pictures into 

now and then. 

 

Independent: 

1. Create a wax doll 

out of playdoh. 

2. Make a model car, 

3. Write a list of 

outdoor games. 

 


